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ment when his life and calm council were so much needed by
his country.

Burners of a revolution in San Salvador, soon afterward veri-
fied, reached Commander Murray, who proceeded with the Wat-
eree to La Union, in the Bay of Fonseca. It was but a short
time after her arrival that the revolutionary party was forced
back upon La Union. In the custom-house of this port a large
quantity of American property was held for shipment. Repre-
sentations for its protection, made by the U. S. Consular rep-
resentative to the revolutionary commander, led to the restric-
tion of the consul's liberty to his residence upon certain
trumped-up charges of sympathy with the legitimate govern-
ment and of obstruction to the cause of the revolution.

The writer, with a company of men and a Gatling gun, was
sent on shore to protect the consulate against violence, if that
should be resorted to, and to require a written guaranty from
the authority then in charge of the town that American prop-
erty and citizens would be respected. Toward sundown light-
ing between the opposing forces began some distance outside the
town and continued until after 9 P. M., when the Government
forces, under General La Vega, had driven the revolutionists
back to the Plaza, where from barricades they maintained a fierce
contest for quite a half-hour, until nearly surrounded by the Gov-
ernment troops, when they fell back, breaking up into frag-
ments in their flight to the water to escape.

Our force of sailors and marines took position in order of
battle in front of the custom-house to protect the property there-
in, should any attempt be made to sack it by the retreating revo-
lutionists or by the soldiers of the successful army, as sometimes
happened. As the firing approached the Plaza, which was about
two or three blocks distant from the position occupied by the
Wateree's men, a reconnaissance was made to the nearest point of
fighting for observation. As bullets began whizzing about the
place selected, it was thought better to fall back upon the main
body of the force so as to be ready for defence if the fighting
should turn that way.

Fortunately, the captors appeared satisfied with driving the
revolutionists from the Plaza, which they afterwards occupied.
Their commanding general took measures at once to occupy the